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the receiver and are not acknowledged.  The encoding of the I PDU control field for Type 2 
operation shall be as listed in Figure 16. 
 
The I PDU control field shall contain two sequence number subfields: N(S), which shall indicate 
the sequence number associated with the I PDU; and N(R), which shall indicate the sequence 
number (as of the time the PDU is sent) of the next expected I PDU to be received, and, 
consequently, shall indicate that the I PDUs numbered up through N(R)-1 have been received 
correctly. 
 
 

FIRST CONTROL FIELD BIT DELIVERED TO/RECEIVED FROM THE PHYSICAL LAYER 
↓    

LSB   MSB
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NUMBER  (0-127) 

 
Figure 16. Information-transfer-format control field bits. 

  
 
5.3.6.2.2 Supervisory-format commands and responses.  
 Supervisory (S) PDUs shall be used to perform numbered supervisory functions such as 
acknowledgments, temporary suspension of information transfer, or error recovery.  S PDUs shall 
not contain an information field and, therefore, shall not increment the V(S) at the sender or the 
V(R) at the receiver.  Encoding of the S PDU control field for Type 2 operation shall be as shown 
in Figure 17.  An S PDU shall contain an N(R), which shall indicate, at the time of sending, the 
sequence number of the next expected I PDU to be received.  This shall acknowledge that all I 
PDUs numbered up through N(R)-1 have been received correctly, except in the case of the 
selective reject (SREJ) PDU.  The use of N(R) in the SREJ PDU is explained in 5.3.6.2.2.4 and 
5.3.7.2.5.4.2.. 
 


